Dear RCS Families,

June 2020

Congratulations are due to students and families of the Class of 2020. While our
unprecedented journey through a pandemic remains disruptive and difficult, the loss felt
by our seniors truly stung. To the RCHS Senior Class of 2020 thank you for your aim to
finish well. Perhaps biblical grit (2 Tim. 4 :7-8, Heb. 12:11-12, and Php. 3:12-16)
underscores one collateral lesson forever anchored to your formal learning. There is a
dollop of related wisdom from C.S. Lewis that seems appropriate here. “God allows us to
experience the low points of life in order to teach us lessons that we could learn in no other
way.” Seniors, I look forward to standing with you at next week’s commencement
ceremony. Congratulations on your accomplishment and navigating the tail end of your
high-school journey with grace. To the Class of 2020, featured in the left and the right
margins, an Old Testament benediction captures my hope and blessing for the next
chapter of your lives. “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine
upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you
peace.” Num. 6:24-26.
As we celebrate and close the end of the school year, two veteran staff members sail
into retirement, Mrs. Kit Bennet and Mrs. Jayne Munch. Together, they have served for 50 years
across the educational ministry at Rainier Christian Schools. Wow! On a sad note, however,
being stuck in Phase 1, means we are unable to host a traditional retirement celebration at this
time. There is opportunity to share your love and gratitude for these remarkable women. The
front offices at KVE and RCMS are collecting tokens of your appreciation,
or you may reach out directly to Mrs. Bennett and Mrs. Munch via email,
kit.bennett@rainierchristian.org and jayne.munch@rainierchristian.org,
respectively.
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Mrs. Bennett and Mrs. Munch, thank you for touching and inspiring countless lives in service of
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Following the first page of glowing and congratulatory news, I am descending
into a lower-earth orbit. The pandemic-punched school year sparked a big question about next
September. Will we have in-person, K-12 classes next fall? Getting to “yes” occupies a
significant amount of my time and energy. On one front, I am engaged with a work group
sponsored by the Washington Federation of Independent Schools, WFIS. The
group is tackling the reopening question and enjoys a seat at the table with the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Chris Reykdal. WFIS is preparing a formal proposal to
safely reopen private schools, and chiseling out a response in case the State’s decision ties
private schools to the extraneous realities of public-schools, i.e., collective-bargaining
agreements. Last March, public and private schools were lumped together in the Governor’s
mandatory-closure order. As the developments unfold out of Olympia, stand by for updates over
the summer. The WFIS work-group recommendations are targeted for completion by June 10.
Still thinking about next year, a recent survey asked parents, staff, and students about
moving the middle school to the high school. A total of 54 responses were tallied. The results
from Question 1 show 76% and 22% of parents and staff submitted answers, respectively.
Question 1
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In Question 2, 61% of respondents favored the move, 22% did not, and 17% indicated
maybe a later time. Given the results, the middle school will not relocate to the high school for
the 20-21 school year. However, a Zoom town-hall meeting on this topic is tentatively scheduled
for Thursday, October 15 at 6:30pm. Mr. Rehnberg and Mr. Garnand plan to share their
visions, address concerns, and answer questions. A confirmation of the date and reminders to
participate in the town-hall meeting are scheduled for next September.

Question 2

As the summer approaches, please note the Booster Club fundraisers and pass along
the information to friends, neighbors, coworkers, and church groups. The proceeds from the
Fireworks Stand (Walmart parking lot in Covington) and the Golf Tournament (WA National)
directly support the RCS athletics program and sports-of-the-mind teams.
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Purchase your fireworks from RCS and sign up for the Golf Tournament here! If you’re
interested in helping with the fireworks stand, please contact Tim Bryant, Athletic Director,
Tim.bryant@rainierchristian.org.
With my final letter for the 19-20 school year, taking a moment to thank families and staff
members for their response since March 16 is overdue. I am proud of RCS preschool teachers,
K-12 teachers, support staff, and administrators for doing everything possible for students
during an unprecedented season. For each family who juggled more than was expected or
imagined, thank you for staying communicative and helping us get better. I want to publicly
thank the RCS Board of Directors for their prayer and encouragement. To those participating in
the president’s prayer meetings through May, please know my thankfulness reaches the skies.
With our nation freshly sensitized to the reality of racial inequity, this is time to pray and stand
for justice, mercy, and the hope of moving toward a more perfect union.
May the wonderful themes in Psalm 57: 9-11 send us into the summer with triumphant
hope. “I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples. For great
is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies. Be exalted, O God,
above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.”

My best,

Bruce Kelly
president, Rainier Christian Schools
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